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All but two attorneys general from every state in the nation have filed an antitrust lawsuit against Facebook. 
The evidence for Facebook’s monopoly status is based on their buying such companies as Instagram and 
WhatsApp, which the FTC is speculating they may have to sell. The New York State attorney general Laetitia 
James is leading the charge. 


I'm leading a bipartisan coalition of 48 attorneys general in a lawsuit against Facebook to end its illegal 
monopoly. We are taking action to stand up for the millions of consumers and many small businesses 
that have been harmed by Facebook’s illegal behavior. Facebook has used its monopoly power to 
crush smaller rivals and snuff out competition, all at the expense of everyday users. Instead of 
improving its own product, Facebook took advantage of consumers and made billions of dollars 
converting their personal data into a cash cow. Today’s suit should send a clear message to Facebook 
and every other company: Efforts to stifle competition, reduce innovation, or cut privacy protections will 
be met with the full force of almost every attorney general’s office in the nation. 
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The Federal Trade Commission has also joined in this fight, filing a separate but related lawsuit regarding 
antitrust as well. The FTC wants the company broken up. Something must be said about the issue of digital 
monopolies, because there are two kinds. The first regards a monopoly which is predatory, which buys other 
companies and thereby stifles competition. An example is a merger, in which a company acquires another, 
like Facebook did with WhatsApp. The other kind is one in which, due to the nature of the digital world, a 
company has a natural monopoly on a particular service. For example, Twitter is the main microblogging 
service on the web. | do not oppose this kind of monopoly, in the sense that it is not feasible to have dozens 
of small Twitters. However, it is feasible that all the major social media companies not be allowed to merge 
with or buy other companies, in fact it is the spirit of economic competition. Google should not own YouTube, 
Facebook should not own Instagram and Amazon should not own Abe Books. 
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